
 

W i l t o n  W i l d l i f e  P r e s e r v e  &  P a r k  

2 018  A n n u a l  r e p o r t  

 

The mission of  Wilton Wildlife Preserve & Park is to conserve  

ecological systems and natural settings, while providing  

opportunities for environmental education and outdoor recreation, 

working in partnership with the Town of Wilton, Saratoga County,  

The Nature Conservancy, and the New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation. 

80 Scout Road, Wilton, NY 12831 

518-450-0321  www.wiltonpreserve.org  info@wiltonpreserve.org  
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Conservation  

 

Wilton Wildlife Preserve & Park works with our 
partners to support a wide range of  
conservation efforts in the Saratoga Sandplains.  

Our partners, our Environmental Education and 
Conservation Interns, and our volunteers had a 
great year with many accomplishments:  
 
 Karner blue butterfly monitoring 
 Blanding’s Turtle Research Project 
 Habitat preparation work at Fox 
 DEC habitat mowing and brush removal 
 Pheasant release at Old Gick 
 Wild Blue Lupine seed picking 
 New Jersey Tea seed picking 
 Butterfly Milkweed seed picking and cleaning 
 Woodcock Survey 
 FrogWatch USA training 
 FrogWatch surveys 
 Transect marking in Karner habitat 
 Earth Day Wooley Adelgid Survey 
 Easement Monitoring 
 iMap Invasives Training 

Environmental Education  
  

Our environmental education program continues 
to grow as we work with schools and groups from 
Saratoga County and beyond.  This year we hired 
our first part-time Education Coordinator to take 
our programs to the next level. We are excited to 
be able to work more closely with schools, camps, 
after school programs, and other groups from 
preschoolers through adults.   
 

Group programs are just one part of what we do.  
For the public, we offer nature walks and talks, 
pond explorations and craft programs year-round.  
During the two broods of the Karner blue butter-
fly, we have guided walks to educate about our 
best known species!  We have an annual Wildlife 
Festival and bring our exhibits and hands-on  
activities to many community events and festivals. 
 

We are able to do so much because of our fantas-
tic inters.  Our paid internship program gives im-
portant training and skills to young professionals 
in the field of environmental education. 

 

We work we many different community groups it 
is hard to list them all! 4H, Academy for Lifelong 
Learning, BOCES, Colonie Youth Center; Frank-
lin Community Center’s Project Lift, Gavin Park, 
Hudson Crossing Park, Moreau Lake State Park, 
the Prevention Council, Saratoga Spa State Park, 
the Saratoga Springs Public Library, Skidmore 
College Environmental Studies students, and 
Washington County Important Bird Area. 

Outdoor recreation  

 

We want everyone to get outdoors and experi-
ence the beauty and healthful benefits found in 
nature.  We work closely with our partners to 
help provide year round outdoor recreation by 
maintaining existing trails and helping to create 
new trails and linkages. Outdoor recreation 
means different things to different people; it can 
be going for a nature walk, bird watching, photo-
graphing nature, dog walking, going for a fitness 
run, snowshoeing, cross country skiing and more!  
We have over 20 miles of trails for people to en-
joy.   
2018 saw the dedication of the Bicentennial Trail 
linking Camp Saratoga to the Edie Road trails and 
a trail for horses along Scout Road.  We also had 
a group of Navy volunteers come and do trail 
work and other maintenance at Neilmann and 
Camp Saratoga. 

 

Our commitment to year-round outdoor  
recreation includes our winter trail grooming  
program at Camp Saratoga North.  We were able 
to have our Moonlight Ski and Snowshoe event 
2018 and it was a wonderful night for the hun-
dreds of people who attended.   
 

The Saratoga Stryders running club is a great  
partner, holding a series of 5k fun runs in the 
summer and an 8k snowshoe race in the winter. 
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Eighth Annual  

Wilton Wildlife Festival   

The event is held the Sunday after Memorial Day 
since that is the time of year when the wild blue 
lupine in the meadow is in full bloom and the first 
brood of Karner blue butterflies have emerged. It 
is the perfect time to see the Preserve & Park at its 
peak! 

 

In 2018 we had a rainy day but that didn’t keep 
people from enjoying all the activities, including 
the Silent Wings program in the Dining Hall.  
‘Pond exploration took place in spite of the rain as 
did nature crafts like making fish prints and bead-
ed dragonflies, planting lupine, and going on na-
ture walks into the meadow to look for Karner 
blue butterflies.  As with all of our events, our vol-
unteers made it all possible!  Thanks to Ballston 
Spa National Bank for their sponsorship support 
of the live animal programs.  

Seventh Annual Photography Show  

Wilton Wildlife Preserve & Park hosted its seventh annual Photography Show on Monday, December 3 at the  
Preserve & Park Office.  This year’s Best in Show was awarded 
to Matthew Snyder for his image “Fall Flare.”  John Hershey 
won for Best featuring the endangered Karner blue butterfly for 
his photograph, “Karner Blue.”  Linda Morzillo’s shot 
“Wilton’s Winter Wonderland” won for Best featuring Recrea-
tion.  Ray O’Conor was the winner for the Best featuring  
Education with a photo of his granddaughter helping to release 
a monarch butterfly with “Monarch’s First Flight.”  This year’s 
winner for Best Animal Shot was Zak Vanier for his delightful 
“Nashville Warbler.” Best Nature In Autumn was won by 
Claire McCaffrey for “Autumn Afternoon.”  Best featuring 
Conservation was a stunning image “Taking a Sip” taken by 
Nancy Lyons and Kendra Livingston won the Best featuring a Plant or Fungus, with her image “Fungi.”  Howard 
Lester’s unusual photograph “Delegan Pond” won for Most Creative.  Eric Avery, winner of last year’s Best in 
Show helped to judge the entries. There were forty-seven photographs selected taken by sixteen photographers.  
All photographs were taken at Wilton Wildlife Preserve & Park and highlight the amazing beauty and diversity of 
the natural world that is right in our own community. 

 

Visit us on-line for event notices, program updates, trail conditions and closures, 
trail maps, directions, volunteer opportunities, and more! 

www.wiltonpreserve.org 

You can also visit us on facebook: www/facebook.com/#1/WiltonPreserve 

Attendance for 2018  

8,509 Program Participants 
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Thank You to everyone who volunteered  

their time and expertise in 2018 

Volunteers  contributed almost 2 ,000 hours  in 2018!    

I t  i s  amaz ing  how many k inds  o f  work  a re  done  by  our  fan tas t ic  vo lunteer s ;  

seed  p i ck ing  and c lean ing ,  pond  d ipp ing ,  wa lk  le ad ing ,  log  moving ,  p ine  

p luck ing ,  snowshoe  and c ros s  country  sk i  rent ing ,  snow g rooming ,  enve lope  

s tuf f ing  and  labe l ing ,  woodcock l i s ten ing ,  f i re  tower  in te rpre t ing ,  f rog  

watch ing ,  env i ronmenta l  educa t ing ,  t r a i l  s teward ing ,  na tu re  cra f t ing ,  ca r  

park ing ,  fundra i s ing ,  and so  much more ! !  

So a  b ig ,  hear t fe l t  Thank You to  everyone  who vo lunteered   

for  Wi l ton  Wi ld l i f e  P rese rve  & Park  in  2018 .  

More than 75 

Hours 

Linda Baker 

Jennifer Benaman 

Larry Dana 

Rick Fenton 

Larry Gordon 

Jeffrey Lawson 

Marci Revette 
 

51 – 74 Hours 

Jean Hoins 

Matthew Miczek 

Richard Pine 

Ryan Riper 

Caroline Stem 

 

25 – 50 Hours 

Eric Avery 

Mark Bellantoni 

Martha Devaney 

Bob Fagan 

Lauren Guiry 

Linda Hovious 

LASAR 

LeMoyne College 

Service Trip Stu-

dents 

Howard Lester 

Dave Matteson 

Cadey Nolan 

Bob Rice 

Kurt Smemo 

Karen Sosler 
 

Under 25 

Hours 
 

Sheri Apple 

Kenny Barnett 

Howard Blake 

Chris Brockett 

Caroline Caferelli 

Laura Clark 

Andrea Coton 

Heather Coton 

Babette & Jill   

Eaton 

Anne Ernst 

Wally Elton 

Tina Facteau 

Jonathan Fein 

Jenn Ferriss 

Arnold Firestone 

Carol Firestone 

Anika & Marketa 

Halova 

Bo Harris 

Bridget Henry 

Shelby Himelrick 

Heidi Kaufmann 

Joanne Klepetar 

Tom Klepetar 

Jill & Pieter  

Litchfield 

Sarah Los 

Johanna MacKay 

Sue Matthews 

Lori McCarron 

Nestor Monje 

Deborah Obenhoff 

Bob Reepmeyer 

Ryken Riper 

Renee Salerno 

Brenda Sanchez 

Keith Schmid 

Jessica Shea 

Sally Snowden 

David Spingarn 

Malina Stawarz 

Al Thompson 

Warren Weil 

Wendy Whittmore 

Don Wildermuth 

Brennen Wilkes 

Wilton Troop 24 
Wilton Wildlife Preserve & Park, Inc. is a tax-exempt public charity under Section 501

(c)3 of the U.S. Internal Revenue Code and a registered NYS charity.   

All contributions are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law.  A copy of our 

audited financial statements may be obtained by writing to us at 80 Scout Road, Gan-

sevoort, NY  12831 or from the NYS Dept. of Law  

Charities Bureau, 120 Broadway, New York, NY  10271. 

2018 Income 

$158,395 

2018 Expenses 

$154,308 
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Wild About Blue 

Wild about Blue, the major fundraising event for the Wilton Wildlife Preserve & Park took place on Sunday, November 4, 
2018 at Prime at the Saratoga National Golf Club with drinks, a bountiful dinner, and a unique silent auction.   

 

Each year at the event, we present the Metamorphosis Award, which honors individuals who have helped create dramatic 
changes in their communities, just as the Karner blue butterfly and other species go through remarkable transformations in 
their life cycles.   

 

The Metamorphosis Award honored Laura Clark for her work in both environmental education and outdoor recreation.  
Laura is an avid snowshoer and runner, and as a member and former president of the Saratoga Stryders, she has been a 
tireless promoter of getting outside for year-round activities.  As the Children’s Librarian at the Saratoga Springs Public 
Library, she has created dozens of programs over the years to encourage families to learn about nature and to get out-
doors.  Laura has created positive and dramatic changes in our community and we are proud to have her as our honoree 
this year!   

 

Wild about Blue Honorary Committee 

 

Conservationist 

Prime at Saratoga National; Jane Adams Wait 

 

Steward 

Linda Baker; Jennifer Benaman & Andrew Roginski; Drs. Chris & Leisa Brockett – Saratoga Veterinary Hospital; Stewart’s 
Shops; The D.A. Collins Companies; The Parillo & Nigro Family; Lucy R. Waletzky, M.D.; Wilton Rotary  

 

Guardian 

Adirondack Trust Company; Anchor QEA; Mark & Annamaria Bellantoni; Carol & Arnold Firestone; Tony & Rachel Krackeler; Bob Rice, Debbie Rice, Hailey 
Houde; Kurt Smemo & Wendy Mahaney; Karen Sosler & John Henry; Caroline Stem & Bill Sprengnether; The Nature Conservancy, New York 

 

Protector 

Rabbi Bert & Bailey Bloom; Clark W. Brink – McDonald’s of Saratoga Springs; Larry A. Dana; Tina Facteau & Dr. Jon Globerson; Rick Fenton & Hollyday Ham-
mond; Chris & Jen Ferriss; Barbara Glaser & Paul Zachos; Larry Gordon & Patricia Watkins;  Mr. Paul Hicks; George & Becky Hodgson; Jean Hoins; Peggy & Jack 
Huckel; Chip Kilduff & Kathleen O’Connor; Joanne & Tom Klepetar;  Greg & Marti Laird;  John & Sue Lant; Maxine & Joel Lautenberg; Mike & Mary Los; Lyons & 
Mulder Family Dentistryl; Kim Marsella & Blue Neils; Marshall & Sterling Insurance, Leeds/Saratoga; Emily Farnham Mastrianni; Liz & Phil McCabe; John 
McEachron; Douglas Meyer & Lee McGoldrick; Matthew Miczek & Ann Marie Przywara; Munter Enterprises, Inc.; Ray & Mary O’Conor; RK Engineering; Saratoga 
National Bank and Trust Co.;  Julie & Darren Suarez; Jon Weilbaker & Patricia Tuz; Anne & Ethan Winter; John Witt 

 

Wilton Wildlife Preserve & Park, Inc. is a tax-exempt public charity under Section 501

(c)3 of the U.S. Internal Revenue Code and a registered NYS charity.   

All contributions are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law.  A copy of our 

audited financial statements may be obtained by writing to us at 80 Scout Road, Gan-

sevoort, NY  12831 or from the NYS Dept. of Law  

Charities Bureau, 120 Broadway, New York, NY  10271. 
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B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  

 

L i n d a  B a k e r ,  C h a i r  

J e n n i f e r  B e n a m a n ,   

V i c e - C h a i r  

C a r o l i n e  S t e m ,  

S e c r e t a r y  

R o b e r t  R i c e ,  T r e a s u r e r  

 

M a r t h a  D e v a n e y  

R i c k  F e n t o n  

J e a n  H o i n s  

 

P e g  M c C a n t y  

R y a n  R i p e r  

K a r e n  S o s l e r  
 

E x  O f f i c i o  

K a t h y  O ’ B r i e n  

 

E m e r i t u s  

B o b b y  D ’ A n d r e a  

L a r r y  G o r d o n  

P i e t e r  L i t c h f i e l d  

R o y  M c D o n a l d  
 

A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l  

M a r k  B a k e r  

G a r y  D a k e  

D a v i d  M a c D o u g a l l  

R a y  O ’ C o n o r  

F r a n k  P a r i l l o  

M i k e  P r u t s m a n  
 

S t a f f  

M a r g o  O l s o n ,  

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

 

L a u r e n  G u i r y  

V i c t o r i a  H e r k a l o  

A s h l e y  L e e m a n s  

E r i n  M c C a b e  

C a d e y  N o l a n  

E n v i r o n m e n t a l  E d u c a t i o n  

a n d  C o n s e r v a t i o n  

i n t e r n s  

 

A l e x a n d e r  G a r r i g a n -

P i e l a ,  

E d u c a t i o n  C o o r d i n a t o r   



Adirondack Trust Company 
ADK-Glens Falls/Saratoga  
  Chapter 
Christopher & Santa Alba 
Phyllis Aldrich 
Peri Allen 
Anchor QEA 
Robin & Frank Antalek 
Mrs. Linda Baker 
Allison Barnes 
Ballston Spa National Bank 
Allison Barnes 
Ramona Bearor 
Mr, Andrew Beers 
Mark and Annamaria Bellantoni 
Jennifer Benaman &  
  Drew Roginski 
Mark Bettinger & Julie Rogers 
Beverly Blinn-Knapp 
Rabbi and Mrs. Bert Bloom 
Joel Bloom & Julie Novkov 
Mr. and Mrs. John Borel 
Laurie & Joseph F. Bouchard 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Bulman 
Alex Caffrey 
Mr. and Mrs. David Canavan 
Matt and Dawn Chivers 
Gary Christenson & Susan Cook 
Laura Clark 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Cobb 
Mr. and Mrs. John Collins 
Mr. and Mrs. Don Colosimo 
Mr. Todd Compani 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Corcoran 
John Costello 
Ms. Heather Coton 
Ms. Ann Crowell 

Honorable Robert A. D’Andrea 
D.A. Collins Companies 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Dana 
Mr. Nicholas Day 
Dr. Richard Dunham, D.M.D. 
Nancy and Kevin Dwyer 
Anne Ernst 
Mr. and Mrs. John Ernst 
Tina Facteau &  
  Dr. John Globerson 
Bob Fagan & Charleen  
  Jensen -Fagan 
Carol Fairbanks 
Rick Fenton & 
  Hollyday Hammond 
Jen & Chris Ferriss 
Carol and Arnold Firestone 
Dr. and Mrs. Philip Gara 
Liz and Alan Gee 
Gail and Roland Gerber 
Ms. Patricia Gibson 
Linda and Elliott Glansberg 
Barbara Glaser and Paul Zachos 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Goodwin 
Lauren Guiry 
Mr. and Mrs. Chip Guyon 
Lynn Haggerty 
Peter Haggerty 
Mr. David Hall 
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Hall 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hamlin 
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Harran, Jr. 
Ms. Patty Hasbrouck 
Karen and Mike Hickcox 
Mr. and Mrs. George Hodgson 
Mr. and Mrs. David Hoffman 
Jean Hoins 

Allison Holland 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hovious 
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Huckel 
Mr. Dennis Hultay &  
  Mrs. Barbara Bates-Hultay 
Mr. and Mrs. Art Johnson 
Lynda S. Jones 
Chip Kilduff & Kathleen O’Connor 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Klepetar 
Tony and Rachel Krackeler 
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Kritz, III 
Gregg & Marti Laird 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Langdon 
Mr. and Mrs. John Lant 
Richard Lasselle &  
  Karen Kettlewell 
Joel and Maxine Lautenberg 
Mr. Howard Lester 
Mary and  Mike Los 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lounsbury 
Lyons & Mulder Family Dentistry 
Tim and Heather Mabee 
Mr.a nd Mrs, David MacDougall 
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Mangano 
Marney Mansfield 
Marshall and Sterling 
Chuck Martin 
Andrea Masters & Bruce Piasecki 
Emily Farnham Mastrianni 
David Matteson 
Kristina Matthews 
Liz and Phil McCabe 
Ms. Peg McCanty &  
  Mr. Michael Geppner 
Lori McCarron 
John and Kim McEachron 
Ms. Michelle McKenzie 
Ms. Janet Meers 
Douglas Meyer & 
  Lee McGoldrick 
Mr. Matthew Miczek 
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Miller 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Milzoff 
Mr. and Mrs. David Morris 
Charles Morrison 
Jim & Linda Morzillo 
Mr. Alan Mossman 
Munter Enterprises 
Eileen and Francis Musso 
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Nagel 
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Nelson 
Mr. and Mrs. Ray O’Conor 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill O’Donnell 
Nancy O’Leary 
Ms. Kay Olan 
Margo and Jeff Olson 
Mr. Jerome Orton 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Parillo 
Faith and John Parker 
Laura Picardi 
Mr. Charles Pickett 
Mr. George Pilkey 
Mr. Richard Pine 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Pollock 
Prime at Saratoga National 
Denise Radke &  
  Lawrence Thomas 
Laura Rappaport 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Reber 
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Reepmeyer 
Heather and T.H. Reynolds 
Gail Rheingold 
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Rice 
Mr. Wayne Richter &  
  Dr. Monica Raveret Richter 
Shelly Riley 
Ryan K. Riper   
Mr.and Mrs. Ken Robbins 
Roohan Realty 
Mr. Richard Rosen 
Renee Salerno 
Saratoga National Bank 
Saratoga Stryders 
Saratoga Veterinary Hospital 
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Saville  
Mr. and Mrs. John Schneider 
AJ Schneller 
Kurt Smemo and Wendy  
  Mahaney 
Karen Sosler & John Henry 
Mr. Rich Speidel 
Dr. David Spingarn 
Caroline Stem &  
  Bill Sprengnether 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Stevens 
Stewart’s Shops 
Steve and Rene Streicher 
Lois Streit 
Janine Stuchin 
Darren and Julie Suarez 
Barbara Sutherland 
Janet Talley & Bob Walsh 
The Nature Conservancy-ENY 
Gillian & Andrew Verdu 

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Vermilyea 
Mrs. Jane  Adams Wait 
Dr. Lucy R. Waletzky 
Trish Watkins 
Mr. and Mrs. Warren Weil 
Mr. Jon Weilbaker & 
  Ms. Pat Tuz 
Wendy Whittmore and Paul Hicks 
Dale Willman and Beth Sciumeca 
Wilton Rotary 
Mr. and Mrs. Ethan Winter 
Ms. Andrea Wise 
Witt Construction 

 

In Memory of Larry Gordon 
Mr. and Mrs. John Lant 

 

In Honor of Peg McCanty 
Dr. Maureen McCanty &  
  Dr. Dennis Card 

 

In-Kind Donations: 
4Imprint 
9 Miles East 
A Bead Just So 
Albany Pine Bush Discovery 
Center 
Alpine Ski and Sports 
Batchellor Mansion Inn 
Blue Sky Bicycles 
Bow Tie Cinemas 
Caffe Lena 
Capital Roots Brewery 
Cantina 
Caroline Stem 
Catherine Golden 
Creative Collective 
Creative Sparks 
Cudney’s Cleaners 
Dancing Ewe Farm 
deJonghe Original Jewelry  
Dion Snowshoes 
East Side Wine & Spirits 
Fusion Hair Salon  
G. Willikers 
Gatherings Wildflower Botanical 
Gideon Putnam 
Gore Mountain 
Green Conscience 
Grey Ghost Bicycle 
Hannaford 
Healthy Living Market & Café 
Hewitt’s 
Home Made Theater 

Homewood Suites 
Impressions 
iRun Local 
Jackie Donnelly 
Jeff Olson 
JC Parker Fine Art 
Jennifer Benaman 
Jones & Fifty Wine and Liquor 
Kava Creations 
Kru Coffee 
Lake George Steamboat Co. 
Lapland Lake Ski Center 
Lifestyles 
Longfellow’s 
Lucia’s 
Mango Tree Imports 
MGL Designs 
Mountain Man Outdoor Store 
Mouzon House 
Northshire Bookstore 
Olde Bryan Inn 
Page Darrow 
Perriwinkle’s Fine Jewelry 
Pig & Whistle 
Price Chopper 
Purdy’s Discount Wine and 
Liquor 
Ray O’Conor 
RockSport Gym 
Saratoga Arms 
Saratoga Candy Co. 
Saratoga Courage Distillery 
Saratoga Lake Golf Club 
Saratoga Performing Arts Center 
Saratoga Saddlery 
Saratoga Spicery 
Saratoga Strike Zone 

Saratoga Tea & Honey 
Saratoga YMCA 
Silverado 
Smiles for Life Dental Care – Dr. 
Marc Johnson 
Skidmore College 
Solevo 
Starlab with Chris Grubb 
Stella and Dot 
Summit Clothing Company 
Sweet Mimi’s 
The Brook Tavern 
The Wild Center 
The Wishing Well 
Urban Roots Juice 
Walmart 
Wild Birds Unlimited 
 
Grants,  
Corporate, and  
Foundation Support: 
Alfred Z, Solomon Charitable 
 Trust 
Ballston Spa National Bank 
NYS Conservation Partnership 
Program through the Land Trust 
Alliance 
Saratoga Arts Community Arts 
Grant through the New York 
State Council on the Arts 
Soroptimists International  
  Saratoga 
Stewart’s Shops 
 
 

Thanks to all who made financial or other contributions to the Wilton Wildlife Preserve & Park in 2018. The following list identifies those who have granted permission for their names 

to be included.  We apologize for any errors and ask that they be brought to our attention. 
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